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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

A Statement of Common Ground (SoCG) is a written statement produced during the application 

process for a Development Consent Order (DCO). It is prepared jointly by the applicant and 

another party, to assist the Examining Authority in examining the DCO application by providing 

an understanding of the status of discussions or negotiations between the applicant and the 

other party. 

This SoCG has been prepared between Goole and Airmyn Internal Drainage Board (IDB) and 

Drax Power Limited (the ‘Applicant’) (jointly referred to as the Parties) to show where agreement 

has been reached to date in relation to the Applicant’s application (the Application) for a DCO 

for their Bioenergy with Carbon Capture and Storage (BECCS) project (referred to as the 

Proposed Scheme). The SoCG represents an accurate and up to date reflection of matters 

discussed between the Parties. It is a document which has evolved during the examination, and 

concludes with this version which confirms the Parties’ agreement on all relevant matters. 

Goole and Airmyn IDB is interested in the Proposed Scheme as a local public authority that 

manages water levels within areas of special need for drainage. The drainage channels that are 

the responsibility of this IDB are located in the vicinity only of Work No. 8 of the DCO. 
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 INTRODUCTION AND PURPOSE 

1.1. PURPOSE OF THE STATEMENT OF COMMON GROUND 

1.1.1. A Statement of Common Ground (SoCG) is a written statement produced during the 

application process for a Development Consent Order (DCO) and is prepared jointly 

by the applicant and another party.  

1.1.2. Paragraph 58 of the Department for Communities and Local Government’s (DCLG, 

now Ministry of Housing, Communities and LO) guidance entitled ‘Planning Act 2008: 

examination of applications for development consent’ (26 March 2015) (DCLG, 2015) 

hereafter referred to as DCLG Guidance) describes a SoCG as follows:  

“A statement of common ground is a written statement prepared jointly by the 

applicant and another party or parties, setting out any matters on which they 

agree. As well as identifying matters which are not in real dispute, it is also useful 

if a statement identifies those areas where agreement has not been reached. The 

statement should include references to show where those matters are dealt with in 

the written representations or other documentary evidence.” 

1.1.3. The aim of a SoCG is to assist the Examining Authority in examining the DCO by 

providing an understanding of the status of discussions or negotiations between the 

applicant and the other party. The effective use of SoCGs aids an efficient 

examination process. 

1.1.4. A SoCG is updated as necessary or as requested during the examination.  

1.2. DESCRIPTION OF PROPOSED SCHEME 

1.2.1. A full description of the Proposed Scheme description is included in Chapter 2 (Site 

and Project Description) of the ES submitted with the DCO Application (PINS 

document reference APP-038), and as amended by the Change Request - 8.5.1 

Proposed Changes Application Report (document reference AS-045). 

1.3. THIS STATEMENT OF COMMON GROUND WITH GOOLE AND 

AIRMYN IDB 

1.3.1. This SoCG has been prepared between Goole and Airmyn IDB and the Applicant 

(jointly referred to as the Parties) in relation to the Application.  

1.3.2. It addresses topics of interest to Goole and Airmyn IDB. Goole and Airmyn IDB is 

interested in the Proposed Scheme as a local public authority that manages water 

levels in respect of the parts of the Proposed Development located within their 

administrative boundary.  The Goole and Airmyn IDB administrative areas covers the 

area in which Work No. 8 is to be carried out, and does not extend to the Power 

Station Site.  
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1.3.3. Section 3 summarises the topics of relevance to this SoCG and Section 4 then 

details whether matters are agreed, not agreed or under discussion between the 

Parties. 

1.3.4. In respect of all other environmental topics covered in the Environmental Statement 

submitted with the Application but not referred to in this SoCG, Goole and Airmyn 

IDB has no comments to make. 

1.3.5. Following the Applicant’s consultation on the Proposed Changes to the Application, 

and the acceptance of them into the Examination by the Examining Authority, Goole 

and Airmyn IDB agrees that the statements in this SoCG apply to the application 

inclusive of those Proposed Changes.  

1.3.6. This SoCG has been prepared in accordance with the DCLG Guidance.  

 




















